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"who loathe and hate the idea of a republic, and of two
chambers, should rise." " Let us swear/' he said, " to have but
one spirit and one sentiment; let us form ourselves into one
and the same mass of free men, equally terrible to the spirit of
anarchy and the spirit of feudalism. The moment in which
the foreigner sees that we in this Assembly wish for one thing
only, and that we wish it unanimously, will be the moment
when liberty will triumph and France will be saved." The
young deputies were seized with indescribable enthusiasm.
Deputies of the right and of the left rose from their seats >
and those who had before opposed each other, now kissed each
other with the kiss of Lamourette. Dumas sat by Merlin,
Jaucourt by Basire, Albitte by Ramond; Gensonn6 shook
hands with Calvet, Chabot with Genty; while Pastoret and
Condorcet, who that very morning had been abusing each
other in their respective journals, fell into each other's arms.
The king then arrived, and amidst cries of " Vive le Roi!" the
Assembly appeared to be seized with a fever of loyalty.1 After
this theatrical performance, arrived the news of the suspension
of Potion and Manuel. It must not be forgotten, whether in
looking at the pathetic or the laughable side of this demon-
stration, that the Assembly consisted chiefly of very young
men, and that the strong men of each party did not possess
seats there. Certainly it is impossible to imagine Robespierre
embracing the Vicomte de Mirabeau, or Danton shaking hands
with D'Espr&nesnil, But these men of fixed principles were
either at Coblentz, cursing the Revolution, or sitting at the
Jacobins' and the Soleil d?0r, preparing for the final onslaught
on the monarchy. The king declared his determination to
maintain the suspension of the mayor of Paris, whom he con-
sidered, and rightly, as accountable for the insults he had
received on June 20. Thuriot defended P6tion; and during
the debate, on July 10, the news arrived that the unfortunate
king had been deserted by the friends of Lafayette, and that
the ministers in a body had resigned, and only consented to
hold office till their successors were appointed. On July 13
1 Mortimer-Tomaux; vol. n. p. 34.